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Welcome – Martin Scheringer, ETH & RECETOX

Background presentation – Zhanyun Wang, EMPA

Q&A – Miriam Diamond, University of Toronto

Close Webinar – Martin Scheringer, ETH & RECETOX

Finally – you write a letter!
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Agenda



The Global Threat of Chemical Pollution
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❑ 1. 24 million premature deaths per year 
from lead exposure and occupational 
exposure to 12 chemicals and groups of 
chemicals 

❑ 385 million cases of unintentional, acute 
pesticide poisoning and 11,000 fatalities per 
year (44% farmers)

❑ Over 100 billion Euro per year societal costs 
associated with exposure to endocrine 
disrupting chemicals in the EU 

❑ Over 50 billion Euro per year and over 37 
billion USD per year healthcare costs 
associated with PFAS exposure in the EU 
and US, respectively

Sources: https://www.thelancet.com/gbd/summaries; 
Boedeker et al. (2020) BMC Public Health; Trasande et al. (2015) JCEM; 
Cordner et al. (2021) ES&T

https://www.thelancet.com/gbd/summaries


4L. Persson et al., Environmental Science and Technology, In press.
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UNEA Resolution 4/8

Emphasizing the importance of strengthening the 

science-policy interface and the global evidence 

base for chemicals

Stressing the urgent need to strengthen the 

science-policy interface at all levels to support and 

promote science-based local, national, regional 

and global action on the sound management of 

chemicals and waste beyond 2020



Gaps & Needs Analysis

https://www.ipcp.ch/activities/strengthening-the-science-policy-interface-in-international-
chemicals-governance; https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe9090
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https://www.ipcp.ch/activities/strengthening-the-science-policy-interface-in-international-chemicals-governance
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe9090


Why We Need a New Global SPI Body
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https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe9090
(B) OUR VISION

(A) CURRENT GAPS 

1. A lack of coverage 3. A lack of bi-directional 

communication  

4. A lack of engagement of 

the wide scientific community

2. A lack of regular horizon 

scanning and early warning
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An overarching 

science-policy body 

akin to IPCC and IPBES

scientists policymakers

Core functions: to foster broader bi-directional science-policy interactions and 

co-production on chemicals and waste (Gap 1)

    science   policy

       provide robust and authoritati ve scientific assessments to policymakers,

       including regular horizon scanning and early w arning of new issues (Gap 2)

    policy   science

       communicate policy needs to the scientific community (Gap 3)

Core characteristics

    intergovernmental, with stakeholders as observers and providing inputs

    objective, independent and transparent, by clearly defined roles and 

       responsibilities + a strict conflict of interest polic y + peer-review processes

    representative and inclusive of disciplines, gender and regions (Gap 4)

    active communication with policymakers, scientists and the public 

Icons made by Freepik and mynamepong from www.flaticon.com.
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SCIENCE-POLICY INTERFACE IN INTERNATIONAL CHEM ICALS AND WASTE GOVERNANCE

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe9090


Key Elements for a New Global SPI Body
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Core characteristics

✓ Intergovernmental

with stakeholders as observers and providing inputs

✓ Objective, independent & transparent

with clearly defined rules and procedures (including

a strict conflict-of-interest policy)

✓ Representative and inclusive 

of disciplines, gender and regions

✓ Active communication

with policymakers, scientists and the public

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abe9090


Wide Support from Independent Scientists

Please sign and get others to sign!

https://www.ipcp.ch/activities/developing-a-global-science-policy-body-for-chemical-pollution; 
https://www.ipcp.ch/activities/global-chemicals-waste-management-workshop-on-grand-challenges-opportunities
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Support from over 1850 scientists & 
practitioners from over 80 countries

https://www.ipcp.ch/activities/developing-a-global-science-policy-body-for-chemical-pollution
https://www.ipcp.ch/activities/global-chemicals-waste-management-workshop-on-grand-challenges-opportunities
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https://tinyurl.com/4mses6b3

Path towards UNEA 5.2

Agrees that a science-policy panel should be 

established to support action on chemicals, 

waste and pollution

Agrees that the principal functions of the 

panel should be to: 

(i) undertake horizon scanning and 

identify issues of concern 

(ii) undertake assessments 

(iii) communication and outreach

Agrees that the panel should be an 

autonomous intergovernmental body

Decides to establish an ad hoc OEWG …

New Co-sponsors 
are still welcome!

https://tinyurl.com/4mses6b3
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Path towards UNEA 5.2

Support at UNEA5.2 
is also key!

Now countries are forming their position for UNEA5.2!



❑ Write a letter to your Minister of 
• Environment

• Health

• Foreign Affairs

❑ Also send a letter to influential policymakers

❑ Please share your letter with colleagues and/or 
get co-authors 
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What You Can Do

Preferably after 
the New Year



❑ Ca. 1 page / brief

❑ Background – importance for urgent global action (e.g. impacts, UNEP’s working 

priorities for 2022-25 are Chemical Pollution, Climate Change & Biodiversity) 

❑ Why we need a new SPI body and some key considerations

❑ I [urge] you/the Government of XYZ to support the draft resolution as a co-sponsor of 

the draft resolution, or at UNEA5.2 scheduled for Feb 28- March 2, 2022

❑ Please inform me about the Minister’s/government’s position

❑ Culturally appropriate language! 

❑Model letter: https://tinyurl.com/muctj7r7
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Content of the letter

https://tinyurl.com/muctj7r7


❑ Please let us know if you’ve sent a letter!

❑ Please feel free to share your letter in your language for sharing 
on the IPCP website: admin@ipcp.ch
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And Finally … 

mailto:admin@ipcp.ch


Thank You!
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Please 

• sign our support campaign

• send a letter to your minister & let us know

• encourage your colleagues to participate

Model letter in English and hopefully other languages 
is available at: https://www.ipcp.ch/news/model-
letter-to-policymakers

https://www.ipcp.ch/news/model-letter-to-policymakers

